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Open Letter to Hon. Woodrow Wilson
President of the United States

By Rev. G. WOODLY

You may think it a little strange that
an humble citizen like myself should ad-
dress this open letter to you upon a great

public question. DBut the constitution
grants the citizen the right of appeal to
those who for the time represent them.
If the Associated Press disputches are to
be relied upon, you are by armed inter-
vention about to force a treaty upon the
Republic of Haiti, giving the United
States what you are pleascd to term a
protectorate. The cxcuse you give is the
establishiment of a stable government in
that country. I am in favor of stable
government, but not stagnated govern-
ment, Nor am ! inclined to deny that
revolutions have heen entirely too fre-
quent in {Taiti, Buat I cannot agrece with
you that your interveantion and shooting
of citizens, under the pretext of the Mon-
roe doctrine, is in the least sense justi-
fiable, And in protesting against it I fcel
1 bave the sanction of the millions of
race men of this country, as well ag all
richt-thinking whites, If the Monrae
doctrine, as you view |t, gives you the
right under the constitution (which makes
you the commuander-In-chlef of the army
and navy) to Intervene wherever the peo-
ple of other countrics are having trouble,
why, then, has this country not inter-
vened long ago In the republies of South
America, Central America and Mexico?
Mr. President, most of us who have read
the mess=age of  President Monroe, Decc.
2, 1823, in which he sald to the Europeax
powers: “Thils government will consier
any attempt on the part of the oailied
powers to extend their system te any
portion of this hemisphere ns donBerous
to our peace and safety,” dld aot carry
with ft the right of interventim, but only
put this government in the line of a
protestant against the European powers
forcibly Intervening and pushing their
systems of monarchy upen the then weak
and struceling nationg of the New World.
Mr. President, this doctrine gives the
United States no :ight whatever to in-
tervene by force of arms in Flaitl, I am
sayving only what is in harmony with all
previous intespretation of
doetrine. No intervention has cver been

made by tkis nation into any independent |
If T have’

country ander that pretext.
been wrongly Informed, and the MMonroe
doctrine Is not the pretext, then it seems
to me that you do not care to take the

public inte your confidence and tell us-

plainly what is your reason. Again, the
dispatches say that Wall street has got
control of the flnances of the govern-
ment of JTaiti and now demands that you,
as the executive head of this nation,
shall make this govertient thelr collect-
ing agent and force the payment of In-
terest, and indirectly to further fasten
their grip upon the rich resources of that
island. Of course the constitution of the
United States makes the president, to-
gether with the United States Senate, the
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the Monroe

treaty-making power. But that document
docs not grant the president the right to
force a treaty upon Haity, or any other
nation, Ly jntervention and seizure of
thelr ports of entry and custom houses.
It strikes me that it Is in the Interest
of bankers and not that of Haiti that you
bave intervened. I presume, Mr. Presi-
dent, that I need not remind you that,
while you are intervening in Haiti, ths
constitution which you are sworn to et~
force is a dead letter in the southern»sart
of this country, so far as the pfce is
concerned. In the last few years thou-
sands of race men have been wurdered.
Many of them have been pur:ed at the
stake and their hones car,vd away as
mementoes. And this speces of barbar-
ism still continues. 1f wwu are anxious
for a protectorate over ¢ race, why not,
in pursuance of your .ath of office, send
troops to protect rpe¢ cltizens of the
southern states frgs the red-handed olf-
garchles? When stable government has
been establishey in Georgia it will be
time cnough te begin looking after Haltl.
Ilaving done nothing to relleve this dis-
graceful cordition in the United S$tatces,
can the psople of Iaiti expect any meore
protectiod at your hands than we are
getting here? The excuse sometimes ad-
vanesd that the race should look to their
several state governments for protection
js absurd.,  As well might we appeal to
e court of pandemonium as to state
rovernments that will allow such a state
of things to exist. Suppose race men,
who outnumber the whites in many parts
of the South, were in charge of the state
governments. and  they proceeded to
treat the white citizens as we are now
being treated, would you tell them that
their only appeal is thelr state govern-
ments, run by thelr enemy? Nor do I
think that you should allow race men, if
in power, to hang, shoot and burn white
men, women and children at will, 1t Is
also well known that the Mole St. Nicho-
las as a coaling station 18 one of the ob-
jects in view. This is now the property
of TIaitl, with which she does not want
to part. If your policy is a good one,
why not grant Japan a coaling station in
the Philippines or at Mare Island? Mr,
President, that you, together with such
United States Senators as Tillman,
Vardaman and Smith, should (in view of
what 1 have sald as to the conditions in
this country) enter into a treaty to pro-
tect the race In Haiti seems to me in the
highest degree absurd. Why not first
protect the race here before going to
Haiti? T agree with the Bible that God.
Is no respecter of persons and that as
Christ all men are brothers. The white
people of this country once sowed slave
pens, hullwhips, auction blocks and hand-
cuffs, and reaped a rebellion. Mr, Presi-
dent, let me in closing remind you that
this nation §s now sowing the sced of
Ivnching In every concelvable barbarous
form, and that harvest time is. coming.
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