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To the Presifient , Voodrow Vilson, \

TWhite Houae, shington, D\ C.

Bashthagr. A’pﬁi e , 1917,

Miropeen wear began the world involuntarily speculated

Sir,
Yhen this

whether the Irish would be loyel =nd the Russian Jevs, hecause of

the denial of home rule by Ingland, and of civil snd political rights

by Russia. As the United States of Americe enters this awful war
tee world speculates whether Americens of cclor will be loyal
becauac of the denial of rights to a majority of them.

aince Colored Americeans in the past have offered their lives
in every way for the country, if Gormeny is seeking to induce them
to revolt, it but proves how notoricus is their proscription. If
this nation, knowing the sctive loyalty of the Americens in the
past, believes this a2llered plotting could suceeed, it shows that
the government and people believe that Colored Amcricans are nost
unjustly tresated.

The Boston Branch of the Nationsl Fgqual Ricshts League,
neeting when the country is at war, rcelizing its rcspnnﬂihilitj'
2.5 a branch of the only nation-wide organization formed by and of
and led by Colored citizens to opposc race and color discrimination,
declares felse 21l charges of disloyalty.

Colored Americsns would be less than humen if ﬁhny did not
fcel bitterly every bar from employment, from public accommodation

becaune of our race and color. Deep is the resentment againgt'

| enforced scgregation by citj, state, or the fndﬂfal governaent

“the Prnﬂidx of the United Stahes and the Pecple theroof.
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whether in the civil or militﬁry service. But we have no thourht

Of teking up arms sgeinst this country. Ours it has been to save

the government from rebellion. This work of our fathers we shall
not destroy. There is not gold cnough in 211 the treasuries

of the nation of the earth to corrupt u=z, for it is not a question
of money, but of equality of rights.

Lot neither white nor Celored Americens seek to deny the
truths of human nature. Soldiers of democracies fight better than
soldliers of autﬂcrnuicﬂ.. The sane men Fight better if in time of
poace they can scl) their labor in the open merket than if denied
work .beceause of race; fight better if public nccormodation in peace
depends on conduct and the price, then if it is denied for cuinr;
fight more eagerly if in peace cncourarsed by poscession of s free
man's ballot, than 1f repressed by its denial; fight with more
ﬁeart if‘in heece they have court prﬁtncﬁinn than if their very race
meons possible murder by the mob.

To the national pgovernment which ca2lls us all to war, to
our fellow Americens of ecvery race vericty we would appeal in the
none of falirplay, of Justice and humanity. Ve are =211 citizens of a
ﬂﬁmmﬂn country.

There is necd no langnr of subjection of Americans to the
race prejudices of fellow Americans. In the presonce of a2 common
danger and a cormmon obligation, with a war devasting Furope caused
by racial clanishness and racial hatred, tnder Almighty God, let
the United States of America and the people therof give up race
pruncriptiﬂn'aﬁd persecution at home. Let the dcor of the
vworkshop, the school ,the callegn; the ¢ivil scrvice, the arnmy,

the navy, the militsry school, the navel school, now and henceforth

open alike to every citizen of the Republic without regerd to race

and without distinction of color. Let the risht to travel, to vote
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to have sﬂurt protection bhe free, without barrier or ﬂﬂnleln

Give , l'r. President end 21l our Governors, the dame

encouragenent for voluntecring or enlisting to white , to brown,
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to yellow, to black, Americons all, by vouchaafing the same free

chance to enlist, to rise by merit, and on return home, the same
right to civil service, and 10 civil rights without bar or

scegregation.

with our erecat Republic cntering a world war for humanity,
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remove the need for the Colored nmnothecr nndfathar'ta suffer under

the fecling that their son will return to fing the color line

drawn at factory, eating place, playhouse, and ballot-boX; make it

not noceasary for the Colored soldier in the trenches to suffer

with the thought that 2s he bares his breast to the bullet his

sister 1is segregated in the government service ot Vashington ond his

mothor in danger of the lynﬂhing.mnb;

Recognizing the world honored ethics of national defense, 28

Ingleond promiced home-rule to the Irish and Ruesia sbolition of

restriction and the ghetto to her Jews, the United States of Americe

c21led upon to grant. the abolition of federal asegregation and

is now

of dinfrenchiscment tO her Colored citizcns. -

As this nation goces forth to fight the "haturel Toe of

libﬁrtyé) let Americasns highly resobve that 211 shall have liberty

Ag sho fights for democracy as e.rainst autocracy

vwithin her borders.

1et there be o democracy at home 100%, not FU” strong. As our Presia

dent declares we "fight for the right of those who subnit to suthority

cir own rnvarnnenﬂiﬂ'lct us 211 resolve that

privilege of 100% of

to have o voice in th

when the war 1is over such shall be the

our people, not 90%.

wow is the time for all in suthority to declare for the aboliti-
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tion of 211 razciel discriminations and proscriptions and for

all to join in our unhyphenated Americanism for victory under

‘he favor of tho God of all menkind . U
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