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Hon. J.P. Tumulty, 

Secretary to the President, 

White House, 
4 

\Ya.ahington, D.C. 

Dear Sir:• 

August 22, I9I3. 

Yours ot recent date received. 

Replying thereto, beg to state, that a large number ot 

colored o1t1zenc :1.n va.rio-c.s etatea of the Union, for the 

past three monthe,have urged me to call the President's. 

attention,through you, to the condition of the colored 

democrats, e.nd the urging need of a loyal negro democratic 

aseoc1e.t1Cin 1 to offset the unwarranted damaging attacts, 

upon the President, a.nd our national administr&tion, by the 
-

Regular and Progressive Republicans; and the old line, and 
--

dis0runtled Democrats, -f both races. 
. . . . ... 

I hesitated, until convinced that further delay would 
- .... - . -

endanger our cause in New York and New Jersey, at the 
. . , -

election in November. Whatever I may say 1 can be VERI~IKD 
- . . 

at a.ny time; as the imformation was received from the most 
. . . - ' -

authentic eorce, ~upported by positive proof. 
... ... 

the attitude of some of the Negro candidates for office 
... . 

under our national administration 1 and their followeru 1 

completely diatroyed1 the usefUlnees of the Rational Colored 

Democ~atic League;thua leaving ue without a national aeso• 
. .. .. ... 
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ciati~n,or leadership with sufficient courage and loyalty, 
. . . -- . 

to issue a statement setting clearly before the whole people, 
- -

the President's high regard for the colored race, and his 

diaaproval of OpJ'eBsion in any form. I have been requested 
.. - ~ -

as above stated, to call a national gathering, and organize 
. . . . ... - -

a Progressive National Negro Democratic Association, that 
- - - - . - -

can be relied upon to suppo~t the President. THIS IS 

IMPERATIVE; as we are losaing the colored vote in every 
~ -

a~te. You know as well as I, we certainly cannot afford to 

lose this vote, it we expect to re-nominate,and re-elect, 
... 

Pr~sident Wilson for another term; or to elect & democratic 

Congress, next fall,or the Governor of our state, or our 

Mayor of Hew York this fa.ll. 

CarefUl invest1gat1n disclosed the following aa the 

chief grounde of complaint by the Colored Democrats. 

I- The appointing to important offices at ash1ngton1D.c. 
and othe~ placea, formally held by negroea, men ot 

, 

other races. 

2- The d1srarag1ng statements of Senator Vardman, 

"concerning -the ne&roes,as ' reported by the papers. 

3• The alleged separation ot the races, in the Goyernment 
' ' 

Department at Washington, D.c • 

.,. . 
at Washington, D.C. and other places. !his 

. ·2-' • T .• . • "" 

j 

\ 
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strued as a rerlection on the ability or the negro democrat• 

to perform the duties ot the office. 

~- The omission of the President, to appoint negro 

6-

7-

I 

-
democrats to office in Washington,D. c. and other places 

. . 

before now, whether the Sena. te confirmed them oZ, .·not. 

The administrations southern policy towards the Negroes. 

The administratina seeming indifrerence ae to the 
-

~olitical welf~re of the Negro nemocratsi and its 

apparent readiness to disregard his aacrifices, past 
-

support , and future value, and its ~illingness to 

combine ~ith hie enemies, the REPUBLICANS, and some 
- - - -

southern senators, to embarris, tud disappoint him, 

in his political ~bitiona, upon untrue statements, 

and prej ud.ice. 

AS TO COMPLAINTS. 

No. I· Retere to the places held by the negro republicans, 

, I 

Ito. 2-

e.t Waah1ngton 1D,C. and the Haytl~in Uisaion. 

Refers to the reported statements ot Senator 

Vardman, at the time ot Patterson's appointment. 

Re!era specially to the alleged eeparation ot 

employes·· in- ihe Treasury · Department • 

Refera to tne retention of H. L. lohnaon, &8 
-

Recorder ct Deeda ot the Dietric~ of Columbia and 
. -~- . . - . . - . 

·I 
I 

__ ) 
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c. w • .Andereon in the department of Revnue at New York. 

It ia urged againet Mr. Johnson among other things, 

that he etumped,· the state of New J'ereey aga.inet President 

Wilson, and ueed vile language against him, among which was, 

that President Vils on•s election ment a return of negroes to 

a~very, and sanction of linchi~ , he referred to a picture 
-

~ . .. 
used by the republicans 1n a paper, during the campaign of 

- - - ~ -Prea1dent Wilson for Governor of New Jersey, negroes han$1ng . ~ - . . . ' - -to a tree. He is during all he can, in an underhand way,witn 
- -,Mr. N~pier, who reaitned as Register o! the Treasury, to - - . . ... embarr1' President Wilson's administration, and get campaign 

- ..,. .. - . .... 
literature, for the coming fall elections in Jew York and 

... 
New ;ersey, and fUture elections, including the next national 

electioa. 

It is said that Mr. Anderson stumped against President ~ 

Wilson, and since the election, ueed unbecomint language, 
' 

about the President. It ie fUrther said that, certain inde• 

pendent democrats in New York are in a deal with h1m to try 

and get the colored vote tor ~yor, for retaining him in 
' 

office. A large number of colored republicans and progressives 
I , 

- .. 
bitterly oppose this. They say they are afraid to truat a 

democra.t,sv.ch as Mr. Mitchel, and would rather vote tor a 
. . - - .. 

't:cPc7 mn,such as ~yor Gaynor• who has shown hie reepect 
- -· tor them in lew York, than to take a chance on a Wilson ~yor. 

,.. -
lt the negro democrats desert Mr. Mitchel, his chances 

. . -
ar~ ~lim tor election. 1 a~now apeak1~ from inve•tigation 

-£-

' I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I . 
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on this subject, in N~ York,Kings,~nd Queens County, I am 
- . 

connected with a number of associations in New York, and 

there every week, and had the pleasure of being chairman of the · 

co~ittee of Equity Congress 1n New York, at which place 
- . ~ ·-

Mr. Mitchel sopke on Wednesday night last. I send you herewitn 
-

the circular. 

Ro, 5- EXPLAINS ITSELi'~ 

No, 6- Refera to the appointment of Postmaskera and 
-

internal rev1nue collectors in the south. 

Ko, 7- The negro democrats particularly disappointed 
-office seekers, are telling ot their sacrifices, and 

- .. 
regret 1ng being disappointed, Many believe republicans 

filed untrue cha~ed against them, tor no other reason thaD 

to humiliate them1knowing them to be untrue, 

Something must be dome to clarify the situation ~. 
' . -· 

I am willing to undertake the task with the President or your . .. 

approval, Our State Association is 1n good working order, 

and ready for the battle. Ve will do our part for our cause. 

Kindly let me hear from you on all pointe at an early 
- . ' 

date, together wi;th any a ·dvioe you may have. 

TL< (W?, DLC)· 
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Attlt e ot eome o candidates tor 
ottloe under our D& 1onal administration 
completely deatroyel the uaetulnesa or the 
ktiona.l Colond. D~ratic League, thua 
le&Til28 the negroes with a nat~ona.l aaaoc
ation or lee.denhip. Coee;y baa been re
q, ted to call a natianal gathering and 
or~n1ze a Progrese1Te National Negro D~ 
Aaaociation which can be relied upon to 
.upport the President. 
~ollowing are ground• or complaint by the 
u.groea: 
Important otticea at Wuh1ngton ~tnd other 
pl&cea formerly bel4 by negroes are going 
to other n.oee. 
»taparaglnc etat.-nt or Senator Vardmal;l 
ooncern1nc negroee. 
Alleged eepara~lon or races in goyernment 
cleparta.nta at 1i'aahington. 
Retention ot heero Republioaue in office. 
UlzllnietratiOD'e southern policy towards 
Degroee. 
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